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Literature Review 
Introduction 
	America was founded on the principles of citizens’ freedom rights. However, determining the extent and for whom these freedoms and rights apply has always been the challenge. The 2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution, ensuring the option to carry weapons, stay at the cutting edge of this discussion. Since its inception, America has always had a deep connection to guns which continue to be a staple of American culture today.  This deep connection appears to be fueled with the aid of the 2nd amendment of the United States Constitution which states, “A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed” (Kelly,2020). 
While conducting research with regard to the second amendment I found that this amendment was not being used to it intended purpose. The founding fathers were not thinking ahead when they created this amendment in the 18th century during this time the most lethal type of gun was a riffle that used powder.( Second Amendment, 2017; History,2020) In the 18th century riffles guns that used gunpowder took approximately 3  mins to fire a single round. (Schenawolf, 2014) In modern society the fastest machine gun can fire 100 rounds in a second. (Verma, 2020.) It is evident that our four fathers did not have today’s technology in mind considering gun when creating the second amendment furthermore the second amendment was created for protection. What civilian needs to fire off 100 rounds in a second. The failure to uphold the intended purpose of the second amendment has been spoked about in variety of court cases. 
One significant court case is Heller vs District of Columbia. The rights of the people to keep and bear arms has been infringed though DC vs Heller case the conflicting between the federal constitution and state constitution and  the irrelevance of why it came to be in the 18th century vs modern day.
District of Columbia vs Heller 
In 2008 Heller challenged the gun control laws in Washington D.C.  The National Rifle Association (NRA), which is the largest gun organization in the United States, was a major supporter for gun laws in Washington D.C Alan Gura  an attorney for the NRA was to convince  the Supreme Court Justices that the second amendment gives citizens the right to own individual guns (Winkler, 2013). The gun laws of Washington D.C is infringed upon by these rights because they are not able to be carried while they are walking around, and people cannot have a loaded firearm in their car. In addition to this, Washington D.C does not have an active stand your ground law. The amendment is supposed to be a protection against citizens against the militia. In the amendment there are two clauses. One is the prefatory statement and the second is the usable condition. The expression "arms'' is the usable statement. (Mcnamara, 2017) This term has the same definition as it did in the 18th century. It means weapons and ammunition. The words ``bear” is the prefatory clause and “to bear” means to carry or support (Mcnamara, 2017). The courts found that the phrase “to bear arms'' was not just limited to the military or attachment to a militia it was for everyone (Mcnamara, 2017). The question that was being asked throughout this case was “How do we evaluate and challenge the second amendment” (McAllister, 2011)? The question did not get answered in this case. The Supreme Court ruling supported that the Second Amendment provided a right to self-defense (Cook & Goss, 2014).  


Federal Constitution and State Constitution 
Every state has a constitution the state constitutions are a copy of the federal but with a twist. State constitutions may include express rights that are not included in the federal constitution. (McAllister, 2011) That means that the states constitutions can add more to their constitution, but they cannot take anything out of the federal constitution. The federal constitution is the floor of rights; it is the base to every law that has been created in every state, city, or county. Every state is different when it comes to gun control so states may say you must have a license to carry permit and some do not. 30 states may say that you can explicitly use the gun in self-defense, or some may say no guns are allowed on religious properties or schools (McAllister, 2011). Forty- four states currently contain gun right provision. (McAllister, 2011) For every citizen to have the right to bear arms some citizens do not. The Gun Control Act state, “Prohibition on purchase, ownership, or possession of body armor by violent felons” (Kofanova, 2019). However, certain states have said that some felons can, but they would have to go through a list of requirements before they can have that right restored back to them. A list of states ban convicted felons to have their right back for the Second Amendment. Florida and Idaho ban convicted felons unless they have their rights restored (Gerbis, 2013). Maryland and Iowa state constitutions do not include the right to bear arms (Gerbis, 2013). There have been a few cases where some felons have been sent back to jail because they had purchased guns for safety reasons. The reason they get sent to jail is that they do not know their new rights; convicted felons must wait 10-20 years to get their rights restored back to them, but they would have been living in good conditions, not getting in trouble for 10-20 year, and they would also have to have a job, so they can show proof that they are being good law-abiding citizens “How Can a Convicted Felon Receive Firearm Rights? — JobsForFelonsHub.co ”, 2020)
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